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“Wars have never been exclusively ‘male’. They have always affected society 
as a whole in different ways, men and women, old and young alike.” 

 
 
Wars are usually instigated by men, but they cannot be fought without the support of women. 
And indeed, women have served in European armed forces for centuries. Yet they are hardly 
remembered. At best, individual exceptional heroines—Amazons in men's uniforms—have a 
place in the collective memory, while the history of the many women who were actively involved 
in the war effort as camp followers, soldiers' wives, nurses, military auxiliaries, female soldiers 
or partisans is largely forgotten. Even the mass military 
service of women in both world wars has been largely 
suppressed in collective memory. This book finally closes 
this “memory gap.” It argues that wars in history have rarely 
been fought without female support. It makes visible these 
women as the forgotten soldiers of military and war history. 
 
This  comprehensive and comparative study explores the 
military deployment of women in European wars since 1600 
starting with the Thirty Years War and ending with the Second 
World War. Drawing on numerous personal accounts and 
other sources including images, it brings female war 
experiences to life, describes how these women were 
perceived in their respective eras, and asks why, across 
national boundaries and political differences, there has 
never been any attempt to adequately commemorate their 
active role in the military and in war. A chapter on the current 
situation concludes this fundamental work, which will also 
be indispensable in the current European debates on 
conscription for women.  
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