Prof. Dr Karen Hagemann

James G. Kenan Distinguished Professor of History and Adjunct Professor of the Curriculum in Peace,
War, and Defense

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Department of History

CB # 3195, Pauli Murray Hall

Chapel Hill, NC 27599-3195, United States

Email: hagemann@unc.edu

Websites: http://history.unc.edu/people/faculty/karen-hagemann/ / https://hagemann.web.unc.edu/ /
https://www.linkedin.com/in/karen-hagemann-372a2b359/

Homes address:
14482 Potsdam, Germany
email: karenhagemann7@gmail.com

Vergessene Soldatinnen: Frauen im Militdr und in den Kriegen Europas
seit 1600”

(Forgotten Soldiers: Women in Europan Militaries and Wars since 1600)
(German: Suhrkamp, 2026; English: Cambridge University Press, 2027/28)

“Wars have never been exclusively ‘male’. They have always affected society
as a whole in different ways, men and women, old and young alike.”

Wars are usually instigated by men, but they cannot be fought without the support of women.
And indeed, women have served in European armed forces for centuries. Yet they are hardly
remembered. At best, individual exceptional heroines—Amazons in men's uniforms—have a
place in the collective memory, while the history of the many women who were actively involved
in the war effort as camp followers, soldiers' wives, nurses, military auxiliaries, female soldiers
or partisans is largely forgotten. Even the mass military
service of women in both world wars has been largely KAREN HAG[M A N N
suppressed in collective memory. This book finally closes ‘ : £ oy
this “memory gap.” It argues that wars in history have rarely ' L ;
been fought without female support. It makes visible these
women as the forgotten soldiers of military and war history.

|

This comprehensive and comparative study explores the
military deployment of women in European wars since 1600
starting with the Thirty Years War and ending with the Second | >
World War. Drawing on numerous personal accounts and In den K”egen [l”OpﬂS
other sources including images, it brings female war .

experiences to life, describes how these women were Selt 1600
perceived in their respective eras, and asks why, across
national boundaries and political differences, there has
never been any attempt to adequately commemorate their
active role in the military and in war. A chapter on the current
situation concludes this fundamental work, which will also
be indispensable in the current European debates on
conscription for women.

Frauen im Militir und



mailto:hagemann@unc.edu
http://history.unc.edu/people/faculty/karen-hagemann/
https://hagemann.web.unc.edu/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/karen-hagemann-372a2b359/
https://www.suhrkamp.de/buch/karen-hagemann-vergessene-soldatinnen-t-9783518588406
https://www.suhrkamp.de/buch/karen-hagemann-vergessene-soldatinnen-t-9783518588406

